
 
 
 
 
Conference Schedule 

 
8:30 am  Continental Breakfast  
  And Registration 
 
9:00 am  Welcome & Opening Remarks 
 
9:10 am  What is Travel Ministry?     Kevin J. Wright 
   
9:30 am  Creating a Successful      Torre Ossmo 

Faith-based Journey  
 
10:00 am Break 
 
10:10 am Intergenerational      Rev. Ruth Newell 

Faith-based Travel 
 
10:35 am Meet the Faith-Based    

Travel Providers 
 
10:50 am Q&A     
 
11:00 am Workshop: How to Build an     Kevin J. Wright 
 Effective Travel Ministry Program    Cindi Brodhecker 

       Frank Scerri 
Noon  Lunch 

  
1:00 pm Closing Remarks     Kevin J. Wright 
 
Keynote Speakers 

 
Kevin J. Wright is one of the world’s most recognized 
faith tourism and hospitality authorities and 
founder/president of the World Religious Travel 
Association. Kevin personally presented his travel 
guidebooks to Pope John Paul II at the Vatican. In 
2008, he debuted his newest book, The Christian Travel 
Planner. Kevin has been interviewed by CBS the Early 
Show, TIME Magazine, USA TODAY, The Wall Street 
Journal, The New York Times, and dozens of other 

travel, religious, and news media to discuss faith-based travel. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Ruth Newell is the founder and pastor of C 
Beyond the Walls Outreach Ministry, an organization 
that performs missionary work in Jamaica. She is a 
community leader in her hometown of Bolingbrook 
and serves as an elected official. She is an ordained 
minister having also completed a residency under the 
Association of Clinical Pastoral Education in Hospital 
Chaplaincy and has worked as a hospice chaplain 
and grief and crisis counselor.  But most of all, she is 

a true servant of God.  
 
Torre Ossmo  is vice president and general manager of 
Faithful Holidays. He has more than 38 years of travel 
and tourism experience and knowledge to complement 
his position with Faithful Holidays. “I thoroughly enjoy 
helping make a difference in the field of religious travel,” 
he said citing a love of the concept of faith-based 
journeys. He has worked in the airline and hotel 
industries, as a tour operator, and has spent more than 
22 years representing tourism organizations for Hong 

Kong, Canada and the five Scandinavian countries. Torre firmly believes 
“that a faith-based trip can have tremendous impact on one’s life.” 
 

Cindi Brodhecker  is president of Faith Travel 
Development and Consulting, an organization designed 
to “help group leaders, church and university leaders, 
and the travel industry develop group tours to change 
and inspire lives.” With more than 18 years experience 
in group and religious travel, she has lead tours to 
Greece, Turkey, Israel, Germany, Switzerland and Italy 
to visit locations of the Old and New Testaments as 

well as Reformation history.  Brodhecker is dedicating her professional 
life to helping organizations understand the benefits of faith-based travel.  

 
Frank Scerri is the owner/managing director of the 
Mission Travel Group and is the founder of 
holylandbus.com. With more than 20 years of 
experience, Frank has been involved in every aspect of 
the travel industry, including retail management, brand 
management, business development and general 
management. Frank is married to Lisa and together have 

three daughters; Ruby 10yo, Matilda 8yo and Jemima 5yo. His favorite 
places to visit are Istanbul, Damascus, Jerusalem and Cairo.  His dream 
mission experience would be to run a sports clinic mission in Africa. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Travel Ministry Conference 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conference Sponsors & Partners  
 

 

 

 
 

Conference Exhibitors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faithful Holidays   Leisure Group Travel  
Torre Ossmo    Jeff Gayduk and Nadia Beidas 
630-435-8272   630-794-0696 
torre@faithfulholidays.com  jeff@ptmgroups.com 
 
Fireside Dinner Theatre   Lisle CVB 
Jackie Brisko   Larry Slade 
800-477-9505   800-733-9811 
jackie@firesidetheatre.com slade@stayinlisle.com 
 
Israel Ministry of Tourism  Marriott International  
Cindy Iglitzen   Heather Mulhearn 
312-803-7078   847-840-2903 
cindyi@imot.org   heather.mulhearn@marriott.com 
 
Lake County CVB   Skydeck Chicago  
Jayne Nordstrom   Faith Mulvihill 
847-662-2700   312-875-9803 
jayne@lakecounty.org  fmulvihill@theskydeck.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Join WRTA at our upcoming 2010 events.                
Bring a friend and we’ll see you there! 

 
 
 
 

Travel Ministry Conferences 
 
 

July 8    Nashville, TN  
July 22    Denver, CO 
August 5    Philadelphia, PA 
September 30   San Diego, CA 

 
 

 WRTA’s Expo & Educational Conference 
 
 

 November 13-16   Montreal, QC  
           (Co-located with NTA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Religious Travel Association 
2365 Harrodsburg Road, Ste. A325 � Lexington, KY 40504 �  
(P) 888-255-WRTA (9782) � headquarters@WRTAreligioustravel.com 

 

 
 

WRTA Travel 
Ministry Conference  

 

Thursday, June 17, 2010  
 

The Field Museum 
Chicago, Illinois 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

www.WRTAreligioustravel.com  
 
 

 
The World Religious Travel Association (WRTA) is the leading global 
network for the $18 billion faith tourism industry. WRTA’s primary 
purpose is to guide, enrich, and expand religious travel and 
hospitality around the globe via the trade, consumer, and media. 
WRTA also exists to provide networking, educational, job market, 
and vacation opportunities for the travel trade and consumers. For 
more information about membership, member benefits, our annual 
WRTA Expo and more, contact us at 888-255-WRTA. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 


